Tutorial — How to Initialize, Partition
and Format a Brand New SSD

Version 1.0

This tutorial will walk you through how to initialize, partition and
format a brand new SSD.

Any new drive you purchase unless clearly stated should come completely clean,
meaning not formatted, not partitioned, and not even initialized.

*This tutorial is specific to Windows operating systems, it is similar with Mac and Linux.



QUICK GUIDE:
>Right Click Computer > Manage > Disk Manager > Initialize MBR >
Right Click choose New Simple Volume > Follow the wizard.

Step 1. Plug in your Drive.

Step 2. Accessing the 'Disk Manager’: There are several ways to do this, but for
the purpose of this tutorial, we will use the most visual method.
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Open a folder:

3

Right click on 'Computer' or 'This PC' and choose 'Manage' :
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This will bring up the computer management console, click on 'Disk Management'
in the left pane. If you installed the drive correctly, you will get a popup stating
that you must initialize a disk before you can access it:
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Initialize Disk P

You must intialize a disk before Logical Disk Manager can access it.
Select disks:
Disk 2

IUse the following partition style for the selected disks:

@ MBR {Master Boot Recond)
(71 GPT (GUID Partition Table) i

Mote: The GPT partition style is not recognized by all previous versions of
Windows. It is recommended for disks larger than 2TB. or disks used on
tanium-based computers.
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Example A
For the purpose of this tutorial, we are going to click 'Cancel.'

Now we can see the full disk management console:
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IV.  As you can see from the photo above, Disk 2 has a red arrow pointing down and
the area that would normally contain the drive letter and information about the
drive states unallocated.

Step 3. Initialize the drive

I.  Right click on the area where the red down arrow is located and select 'Initialize
Disk' :
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II.

This will bring up the same dialog box we cancelled out of a moment ago,

choose whether you want MBR or GPT and click okay. For the purpose of this

tutorial, we are going to create a Master Boot Record. See Example A above.

Step 4. Partition the drive
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Now that the drive is initialized, you can right click on the unallocated area and
create 1 or many partitions.
Right click on the area and choose 'New Simple Volume' :

L Disk 2 e

Basic
223.57 GB 223.57 GB
Online Unallocated

Mew Simple Volume...

Mew Spanned Yolume...

This will bring up a short Wizard that will walk you through the next steps, for
the purpose of this tutorial, we are going to leave everything as default which
will create 1 full size partition formatted in NTFS and a drive letter will be
automatically assigned.
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MNew Simple Volume Wizard

Welcome to the New Simple
Volume Wizard

This wizard helps you create a simple volume on a disk.

A simple volume can only be on a single disk. I

To continue, click MNeat.

< Back Meat = Cancel ]
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MNew Simple Volume Wizard -
Specify Volume 5Size

Choose a volume size that is between the maximum and minimum sizes.
M Maximum disk space in MB: 228934

Minimum disk space in MEB: g

Simple volume size in MB: 2305794 %
| |

<Back || MNet> | | Cancel |
i | h
MNew Simple Volume Wizard =
Assign Drive Letter or Path

For easier access, you can assign a drive |letter or drive path to your partition .
W i@ Assign the following drive letter:

(7 Mourt in the following empty NTFS folder:

| | | Browse... |

(™) Do not assign a drive letter or drive path .

| |
<Back || Ned> Cancel |
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Mew Simple Volume Wizard |2 |
Format Partition
To store data on this partition, you must format it first.
Choose whether you want to format this volume, and i so, what settings you want to use.
. h
() Do not format this volume
(@) Format this volume with the following settings:
File system: [NTFS v]
Allocation unit size: [Defaurt v] |'|
Volume label: New Vaolume
Perform a quick format
[7] Enable file and folder compression
<Back || Ned> Cancel |
Mew Simple Volume Wizard 2 ]
Completing the New Simple
Volume Wizard
You have successfully completed the Mew Simple Volume
Wizard.
You selected the following settings: |'|
Yolume type: Simple Vaolume -
Disk: selected: Disk 2 P
Volume size: 228534 MB A
Drive letter or path: E: =
File system: NTFS
Allocation unit size: Default |
Wolume label: New Vaolume il L]
Chiirk famiat - Yes
To close this wizard, click Finish.
| <Back || Finish * | | Cancsl |

After clicking finish, depending on the size and speed of the drive, it should only
take a few seconds to complete, and now, you can see your drive in the
computer area and you can use it just like a thumb drive, wherever you plug it
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4 Hard Disk Drives (3)

Local Disk (C:) New Volume (E) BACKUP (K:)
& 4 <
388 GB free of 447 GB 223 GB free of 223 GB 328 GB free of 894 GB

4 Devices with Removable Storage (1)

£ BD-ROM Drive (D:)

Enjoy!
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